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What is the Care Labeling Rule? 
The Care Labeling Rule is the Federal Trade Regulation Rule that requires care labels to be affixed to most 
garments as a consumer protection from economic loss due to a lack of information on how to care for the 
product appropriately. 
Is there an International Care Labeling System? 
No. The symbols shown above were designed with the intention of coordinating domestic care instructions with 
those of Canada and Mexico. Some symbols are similar to those used in other countries however there is not a 
unifying system as of yet. 
What Temperature is Meant by Cold, Warm and Hot? 
For machine wash items with a cold symbol the initial water temperature should not exceed 30C or 65F to 85F. 
For machine wash items with a warm symbol the initial water temperature should not exceed 40C or 105F. 
For machine wash items a hot symbol the initial water temperature should not exceed 50C or 120F. 
Other Symbols: 
WASH
Initial water temperature should not exceed 30 degrees Celsius or 65-85 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Initial water temperature should not exceed 40 degrees Celsius or 105 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Initial water temperature should not exceed 50 degrees Celsius or 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Initial water temperature should not exceed 60 degrees Celsius or 140 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Initial water temperature should not exceed 70 degrees Celsius or 160 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
Initial water temperature should not exceed 95 degrees Celsius or 200 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
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DRY-CLEAN
Dry-Clean, Any Solvent
Dry-Clean, Any Solvent except Trichloroethylene
Dry-Clean, Petroleum Solvent Only
A
P
F
 
Utah State University is committed to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of 
illegal discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age (40 and older), disability, and veteran’s 
status. USU’s policy also prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in employment and academic 
related practices and decisions. 
  Utah State University employees and students cannot, because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, disability, or veteran’s status, refuse to hire; discharge; promote; demote; terminate; discriminate in 
compensation; or discriminate regarding terms, privileges, or conditions of employment, against any person 
otherwise qualified. Employees and students also cannot discriminate in the classroom, residence halls, or in on/off 
campus, USU-sponsored events and activities. 
This publication is issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, 
in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Noelle E. Cockett, Vice President for Extension and 
Agriculture, Utah State University. (FC/Clothing&Textiles/2010-01pr)
 
 
